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But we have this Treaſiire 
 tnearthenV eſſels, that the 


. Excellency f the Power. 
io be Y Gov, and not by 


N pTER ak theſe 
Words, and viewing the 
0d L of | fad Occaſion upon ici 
5 \ FA 4 they are now mentioned, 
TY - One would be ready, in 
Imitation of the greateſt 

Ecample to f down and ſhut the Bobk, 
4A 2 and 
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44, As di a by che Minifters of 


Cxinior, and by the Expreſſions uſed 


here; it is not ſo much the Goſpel ab- 


ſtructly conſidered, as the Diſpenſation 


or Miniſtration of the Goſpel, that is the 
Treaſure, It is true the Goſpel it ſelf is a 


Treaſure, but it cannot be faid of thoſe 
that want the Miniſtration of the Goſpel 


that hey have this Treaſure, to the reſt of 
the World it is a Treafure hid, a Spring 
ſhut up, a Fountain ſealed. And 


2. As received by Faith; for it is not 
the bare Letter of the Goſpel, that is ſo 


great a Treaſure, but the Spirit of it, 


when the Light of the glorious Goſpel 


of Cur1sT ſhines into our Hearts, then, 


and not till then it proves an inriching 


Treaſure to us. The Miniſtration of the 


Goſpel itſelf, as well as that of the Law, 
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chair een Trlaſure is here deſerid- 
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_ FuxzRAI. Sen MON for 
map be only a Miniſtration ofthe Lerter; 
and not of the Spirit, and where it is ſo 
2 Cor-ll-;+ killeth inſtead of giving Lie. 
TAI Goſpel may be preached to 4 
People, and yet even then hid from them, 
... and fo they may be. loſt ſor want of the 
true inward Light and Life of it. 
Io thoſe: that are blind, the Light 
ſhines in vain, tho? they are ſurrounded: 
by its brighteſt and ſtrongeſt Rayes, 
they are ſtill in the dark, and it is ſo with! 
reſpect to the Light of the Goſpel there; 
muſt be ſpiritual Sight as well as Light, 
or elſe the Light doth but ſhine in Darkneſs ;' 
and the Darkneſs comprehendeth it not. 
Tux is a Vail upon the Heart of 
fallen Man, a Vail of Pride and carnal: 
Prejudice, which ſhuts out the clear and 
ſull Evidence of Goſpel- Truth, and ſuf- 
fers not the Sinner to ſubmit unto it; 
and where this Vail is not taken away 
by the Spirit of the Lo d, it ſtill en- 
creaſes, and grows up to a ſort of Faſ- 
eination through the Power and Subti- 
lity of the God of this World, Who 
adds a ſuper - induced Blindneſs unto the 
Minds 
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Light of the glorious Goſpel of CH x is 1 
who is the Image of Go ad ſhine 
in unto them. 

Tksk uſefull and myſterious Truths, 
are largly treated on in the Beginning of 
this Chapter and the End of that ſorego- 
ing, and they well deſerve a frequent 
Peruſal and our cloſeſt Conſideration. 

IT is the Gos EL thus circumſtanti- 
ated, as diſpenſed by the Miniſters of 
CaxisT, and received in Faith and Love, 
that is the Treaſure which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of. But this Treaſure we have in 
Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the 
Power may be of God, and not of us. Where- 
we obſerye, 


I. TH =. Nature and Value of the 
Goſpel. It is a Treaſure : They that 
haye the Gaſpel have a Treaſure, 


II. TxE Way and Means by which 
_ Gop conveyes this Treaſure to Men. 
It is by Earthen Veſſels, 


III. Tus 
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Ax b while I am ek Wy Row 
thefe Things, let your Eye Affect your 
Hearts, loo upon the poor broken Ve- 
fel thut ftands here before you, it Wag 
indeed a little, weak Veſſel, but a cho- 
ſen Velſel, and One that corttain d 2 very 
Rich Tresſure. That Precious Soul thit 
has now left you, a rich and noble Mind, 
and that Precious Goſpel which Has nb 
left you and I hope never will: Fot c 
all fleſh be Graſs. And all the Glory of” Man 
; bs the Flower of Graſs : And the Grafi wither- 

eth and the flower thertof fadeth away, yet the 
Word of the Lord endareth for ever. That 
is the Word which by the Golpe] 1 i prea - 
ched to you. ny AL 

TSHALL enter no further into Mr, 
Freke's Character, he was well known 
0 A all, and {can truly ſay from my firſt 
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Fcquaintance with him, which was ſome 


Years before my Lot was caſt in this 
City, I never heard any one give him an 
ill Character: He had a good Report of 
all Men and of the Truth itſelf, and we 
alſo bear witneſs, and ye know that our wir- 
weſs is true. 

Wu x this Diſtemper ſeized him 
ſome Years ago, which has now returned 
and ſuddenly taken him away from us, 
I was almoſt a daily Witneſs of that ex- 
emplary Faith and Patience, and Com- 
fort, and Reſignation to Gop which he 
then expreſt, and I doubt not but when 
his Great Loxp came, and call'd him a- 
way, tho he might not immediately 
expect ſo great a Change, he was not 
unprepared for it; and it was obſerved 
by thoſe about him, that for the little 
Time he had the Uſe of his Reaſon, he 
continually lifted up his Eyes to Heaven 


with all the Signs both of a ferious and 


well ſatisfied Mind, 


I RETurN to the Text where we ate 
to conſider, 


B I. Tas 
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I. Taz Nature and Value of the Goſ- 
pel; It is a Treaſare. I need not tell you, 
it is not a Treaſure of a Worldly but of a 
Spiritual Nature, it is not given us to 
enrich the Body or enlarge the Eſtate, 
but it is given for better Purpoſe to en- 
large and enrich the Soul. 


1. Lx the Goſpel chere is a Treafare 
of excellent Truths to enrich the Mind 
with Knowledge and true Wiſdom, and 
theſe are the Riches of the Mind ; an ig- 
norant and a fooliſh Mind, is a poor and 
worthleſs Mind, and yet this is the State 
of all by Nature, the Soul of Man hath 
loſt the Knowledge of Gov, and of itfelf, 
and of the Difference between Truth and 
Error, Good and Evil, and therefore 
thinks, and ſpeaks, and acts very fooliſh- 
ly. 

Many Attempts have been as to 
repair this Loſs, and to recover true 
Wiſdom, but all in vain; and no wonder 
that they were in vain, ſince they were 


made by Men that had themſelves loſt 
| true 
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"Mr. THomas FrExE. 11 
true - Witom, and did not fo much as 


know what it was, or where to be found. 
Tux Philoſophers of Greece and Rome, 
the pretended Maſters of Reaſon, could 


not recoyer true Wiſdom to themſelves, 


or others; So far from that they became 
vain in their Imaginations, and their fool- 
iſh Hearts were darkned, and profeſſing 


themſelves Wiſe they became Fools; they 


not knowing how much the Reaſon of 
Men is now perverted by corrupt Aﬀe- 
Ciions, ſet up this depraved Power for a 


competent Judge in all Matters Divine 
as well as Humane, and ſo were miſled 
by it into a Thouſand Errors and Follies, 
and thus Matters went on, till ter that, 1 Cor. i. 
in the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſ- © 
dom knew nat God, it pleeſed Gop by the 
Foolifhneſs of Preaching to ſave thoſe that be- 
lieve. 

A Few poor Unlearned Men being 
inſpir'd of Gov, made ſuch Diſcoveries of 
the Nature, and of the Mind, and Will of 
G Op to the World, as never was done, 
nor ever could have been done by all the 
Profeſſors of Science, falſely ſo called. 
1 Tuks 
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"T HEsE Diſcoveries of the Great Gop 
as manifeſted in the Fleſh, are included 
in the Holy Scriptures, and eſpecially in 
thoſe of the New Teſtament, and they 
make a very rich and invaluable Frea- 
ſure of Truth and Knowledge; ſuch as 
is moſt proper to direct the Practice, and 
ſecure the chief and the eternal Intereſts 
of Men. Ke C 2997s 

AN p that Mind that hath received 
theſe great Truths in the Love of them, 


is enrich'd by them, and made wiſe to 


2 Tim. iii. 


15. 


Salvation. 


2. In the Goſpel there is a Treaſure of 
holy and righteous Principles and Habits 
to enrich the Heart. By the Heart of 
Man, I mean the Soul conſidered as the 
Seat and Subject of Virtue and Vice. 

ORIGINAL Righteouſneſs was the 


rich Furniture of the Heart of Man in 
his firſt State; this was the Complex of 
all true Virtue. Such as the Fear and 


Love of Go op, Love to our fellow Crea- 


tures, Juſtice, Fidelity, Gratitude, In- 


tegrity, Purity and Chaſtity of Soul and 
the 
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the like : Theſe are loſt out of the Soul, 


the firſt ſinfull act extinguiſhed at once 
every holy and righteous Diſpoſition, and 


introduced Habits of a contrary Nature, 


Enmity to Gop, Injuſtice, Pride, Falſe- 
hood, Ingratitude and all Sorts of Impu- 


rity. Some little Shew and faint Reſem- 


blance of Virtue there may be found in 
the Nature of Man, but the Thing it- 


ſelf is gone. And by this Means the 
Soul is become even more wretchedly 


poor, than it was by the Loſs of true 
Wiſdom. 


How ſorry, how miſecabld a Thing is 
an immortal Soul deſtitute of Love to 
Gop and Man, deſtitute of all Sincerity, 
Purity, and Juſtice, and under the Pow- 
er of the contrary vicious Habits? How 
much better were it, to have the Spirit 
of a Beaſt that goes downward, than to 
have the noble Faculties of a humane 
Soul forſaken of the right governing 
Principle, and wholly depraved and cor- 
rupted by a predominant Vicioſity? 

AND yet thus and no better it was 


with all Men, till the Goſpel came in 


Pow or: 
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A FUNERAL SERMON for 


Power; for the Schools of Morality, and 


the Laws of Princes could no more make 


ence, could make them truly Wiſe. 

Wurexe-tves. the Goſpel is received 
into the Heart, it is there an incorrupti- 
ble Seed of all holy Principles, and effectu- 
ally teaches Men to deny Ungodlineſs and 
all Wordly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and Godly in this mo 
World. 


Wren the exceeding Great and pre- 


cious Promiſes of the Goſpel are thraugh- 
ly believed we are made Partakers of the 


Divine Nature, which contains in it all 
the Graces of the Spirit, and enables us 


2 Pet · i.5. to add to our Faith, Virtue ; and to Virtae, 


6. 7- 


Kyonleage ; and to Knowledge, Temper ance ; 
and to Temperance, Patience; and to Patience, 
Goalineſs ; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly-kind- 
neſs ; and to Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity: Aud 
if theſe Things be in us aud abound, We 


have better Riches than the Treaſures 


of Egypt, or of both the Indies. 


3 IN the Goſpel there 18 7 Tre aſa * 


of 
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. of Righteouſneſs and Peace to enrich. che 

4 Conſcience. The Conſcience is the Soul 

F as judging of its State and Actions, ac- 

| cording to the Rule of the Word of God. 

d A good Conſcience is a great Treaſure, Prov. 4 
- | he that has it is ſatisfied from himſelf. “ 

4 No Man on Earth can have a good Con- 


ſcience but by believing the Goſpel, Faith 
4 leads to the Blood of CHRIS by which a- 
lone the Conſcience is cleanſed from dead 
Works; the Blood of CHR 15 T ſhed up- 
* | on the Croſs is the atoning Sacrifice by 
which the Juſtice of Go p is fatisfy'd. 


© And when this is applied to the Soul by | 
ll F Faith, and diſcern'd by a Man's own 
* Conſcience, it produceth holy Peace and 
Joy. For Conſcience _"_ arreſted the 


? Soul of a Sinner in Go p's Name, can 
accept of no Bail but what Gov Him- 


4. Þ falf accepts. But if Gop be fatisfied, and 

wa this be known to us, then Coalchente is 
* fatisfied, and from Condemning pro- 

* ceeds to Quiet and Comfort the Soul. 
And they that have this for their Rejoy- 

3 cing, poſſeſs a Kingdom, even that King- 

WY | 


| | domofGop that conſiſts not in Meat and 
of Drink) 
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1 A FUNERAL \SERMON for 
Rom XIV. Drink, but in Righteouſneſs Peace and 
Joy: in the Holy Ghoſt, 


4. AN p laſth. In the Goſpel Guei is 

a a Treaſure of gracious Promiſes, which 

enrich the whole Man, Promiſes of the 

Life that now is, and of that which is 

to come. Here is the grand Charter of 

the City of Go d, by which all the true 
Members thereof, are Enfranchized with 

Rich and great privileges ; all Things 

are theirs, the Plenty of Gop's Houſe, the 
Fullneſs of Cuxisr, and his unſearch- 

1 Pet. i. able Riches, And an Inheritance incorrup- 
* tible, undefild, and that fadeth not away; 
reſerved for them in Heaven, who are kept 

| by the mighty Power of God thro* Faith un- 

if to Salvation. In a Word, The Gofpel is 
the Field where the Treaſure is hid, it is 
| here we have the Pearl of great Price 
1 for which a Man may afford to part with me 
all he has in this World, and be a great as 
Gainer. thi 
. Axo tho to thoſe to whom our Gol- (| the 
| pel is hid, theſe Spiritual Riches and the 
Treaſures appear but Fancies, and T 
Dreams; 
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Dreams; yet the Day is coming when 
the great and rich Men of the Worlds | 
would be glad with all their Hearts to = 
3 exchange all their Worldly-Wealth for | 
h the Treafares of Grace and a good Con- 

A ſcience; hen the midnight Cry is heard, 

18 and they are called to go out and meet 

3f their great LORD. Then if they could buy 

e this Oyl at any Rate, they would be glad 

ch to have it; But, it cannot be procured for job 

as | Gold; neither ſball Silver be weighed for the, . 
he Price thereof, ub mention ſhall be made ”y | 

h- Coral or Pearls, for the Price therecf is a- 

17 bove Rubies, We proceed, 


ept II. To conſider: the Way by which 
un. | GoD conveys this enriching Treaſure to 
lis Men: And that is by earthen Veſſels. We 
tis BY Pave this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels. 
ice By theſe earthen Veſſels, he doubtleſs. 
[ith means the Miniſters of the Gofpel, ſuch 
reat as He was, a frail, dying Man; and tho? 
this Character more directly belongs to 
Goſ- | their Bodies; yet it may be applied to 
their Perſons while they are in this World, 
They are but earthen Veſſels, Oey 
ms; 3 C Tris 
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have Titles given them in the Scripture 
of another Nature; they are called, he 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, the Stars in 


Cbriſt's Hand; The Angels of the Chareh;: 


and the Glory of Chriſt: But that by all 
this Honour they may not be exalted a- 
bove meaſure, they are here put in 


Mind, that no Character more truely be- 
longs to them, than this oſearthen Veſſels: 
And this leads us to conſider them, both 


as to their Matter and Form. 


(I.) TaHeR Matter : They are Earthen, 


like the Oyſter-ſhell in which the Pearl 
is found; or like the Potter's Clay, of 
which the Veſſel is made. | 


1. THxy are Men and not Angels; 


Men by Nature, tho* Angels by Office; 
the Sons of Adam whoſe Body was formed 


out of the Earth; in ſuch mean Veſſels is 
Gal iii. this great Tac depoſited. The Law was 
Hb. i. » ordained by Angels. That. N ord was ſpoken 


by Angels. But the Goſpel was commit- 
ted to Men: And G0 p has dealt kind- 


ly 
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ly with us in this Matter: For by the 

, Terrors that the People were in at the 

| giving of the Law, it is evident, the In- 
0 habitants of this World cannot bear the 


3 Miniſtration of Angels, it would con- 
1 ſound rather then convinee and inſtruct 
8 us. GoDp teaches you by thoſe that are 
I of yourſelves, who have the ſame Con- 
5 cernment in the Word that you have; 
2 and thereſore deal ſor your Souls as they 


do for their own, handing out to you the 
fame Truths that their own Souls Feed, 
and live upon. 


„. As in CHRIST, you have a com- 
1 paſſionate High- Prieſt, who is touched with 
f the Heling of hour Infirmities, having been 


in all Points tempted as you are, yet 
without Sin: So in Goſpel-Miniſters, 


Ty you have compaſſionate Helpers of your 

; Faith, being ſubject to the ſame Trials 

4 and Weakneſſes, as you are; not except- 

18 ing even thoſe that are ſinſul: They are 

45 not ignorant of Satan's Devices, nor in- 

en ſenſible of the Body of that Death that 

it hangs about them. Je know after what As ax. 
d- Penner I have been with you at all Times, * 
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ſerving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, 
and with many 1 0 me ** 


2. Tagge are ding Men ; not ſont 
from: the Dead, Men that live a dying 
Lie, and can. put, I the Rp 


they have in  CHrisT JESUS that 


they die daily, They know, that they 
muſt ſhortly put off this earthly Taberna : 
cle; and theſe. Thoughts quicken them 


to Diligence in their Duty, Our own 


Thoughts may ſometimes ſuggeſt to us, 
That one Miniſter ſent from the Dead, 


would convert more Souls, than all the 


Miniſters living: But it is a vain 
Thought, as our Savioux has taught us 
in the Parable of the rich Glutton, who 
deſired, that Lazargs might be ſent back 


into the World, to warn his Brethren, 


that they ſhould not come into that Place 
of Torment. But was told, If they would 
not hear Moſes and the Prophets, neither 
would they be perſuaded, gal, One roſe 
from the Dead, hy 
Wu Paul had been che up in- 
to the third en and returned into 
ho | the 
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the World again, (inſtead of Siving \ us a 
diſtinct Actount of the wonderful Things 
he heard ani! ſaw there, as One might 
have expected; he was able to ſay no 
more; but that he heard unſpeaballe Words, 
aud Things that it was not lawful for him to 
attempt to utter; becauſe he was not a- 


ble to do it in any Meaſure ſuitable to the 


Nature of them. We have no Words to 
expreſs, no Capacities to receive ſuch 
Things, as they really are, but have only 
imperſect Hints, and as we can take them 
by Line upon Line, from Men like our 
ſelves that have their own Death in their 
Eye, and have nothing ſo much at Heart, 
as that they may finiſh their Courſe with Joy, 
and the Miniſtry they have received of the 
Lord JESUS to teſtiß rhe Goſpet of the 
—_ PRES, en 


1 


2.) As to their Form; They are 22 
which the Great Potter hath faſhioned 
and fitted for this Uſe. Go p hath for- 
med them for the preſerving and con- 
veying this Treaſare, this He hath done 
Py giying them their Miniſterial Qualifi- 


cations, 


- OOCYTES — — — 


„„ COYSRTTT 


hath ſealed them for his Uſe by Miniſte- 
rial Ordination, thus they become ſelect 


cations, Giſts, and Graces. And then he 


Veſſels, When Ananias was ſent to Paul, 


ix. he was told, That Paul was 4 choſen Veſſel 
to bear the Name of CHRIS among the 


Gentiles and Kings, and the 1 of 
Iſrael. . = 

Saws this Form into which they 
are caſt, we _ 


| 


1. THAT os can convey Nothing 
but what they have firſt received : They 
are not the Fountain, they are but Cf 


terus; they have not there Springs of 


Light, and Grace, and Peace, in them» 
ſelves, theſe are all in Cutis r; whatever 
is really valuable and proper toenrich the 
Soul of Man, is from CHRIST, and Mi- 
niſters are only the Means of Convey- 


ance; and if they take upon them to diſ- 


penſe their on Fancies and private Opi- 
nions inſtead of the pure Goſpel oſ Chriſt, 
they break in upon their Character, an. 
betray the Truſt that is rene in 
Few 
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8 An» indeed,it appears by this, how as 
- neceſſary it is, that the Veſſels. of the 

t | Houſe of Gop ſhould not only be cleanſed 

A from Sin, that they may hold the Myſte- 
f 

e 

f 


ry of Faith in a pure Conſcience, but that 
they ſhould be empty'd of Self; for Self- 
ſufficiency and Sell-comceitedneſr will 
render them incapable of Receiving and 
Conveying the Treaſure of the Goſpel : 
You can convey Nothing by a Veſſel 
that is fill'd already with Something of 


g another Nature. 

* | 

— 2. WHAT they receive, they receive 
it not for themſelves only, but for others; 


the Deſign of ſuch Veſſels, is not only to 

keep, but to convey what is put into 
'em. Miniſters, above all Men, ought to 
remember they are not their own, nor 
are any of their Endowments given them 
meerly ſor their own Uſe. They do not 
only belong to CHRIST, but to the 

Church. Paul, Apollos, Cephas, all are 
ours. 

THE rene and Gifts of Mini- 

ſters, are not their own, nor to be uſed 
for 


AE $a ants: 
— —1Ü oe” 


4 Fön ano 2 


2 — — 2 — nt 


— 2 ů ˙ *˙˙‚ - 


for Oſtentätibn and Selftiriteteſt, but for 


Ek. ir. the Edifeation of ehe Sbüls ef Men. 
noo TAN Grates of Miniſters, are not 
only for *thethſelves, but for the Good 
a Cor. vi. f otHets," Their Pureneſij Long. ſuffrring, 
— | Kindneſs ani Love anfeig nia, are for the' 
| Service of precious Sous. 
2'T #2 1x * Comforts, | which ler at 
ary Time teceive, are not given them 
only to keep up their on Hearts from 
2 Cor. i. ſinking - but Go'p comforteth them in 
+ all their Tribulations, that they may be able tu 
comfort them that are in any Trouble, by the 
Comfort nn . are as hg 

of God. | 11 
AND caving chuit conciitalas for ry 
Uſe and Benefit of others, they are 
obliged ta be free and faithful'in com- 
municating all to others, it would be Sa- 
crilege in them if they ſhould keep back 
any Thing. It was the Rejbycing of the 
Apoſtte Paul, that he had Iept back No- 
thing that was profitable to the People. 
Acts xx. He had not ſhunned to. declare unto them all. 
2% the Counſel of God; and rhereſore, was 
ogy 26, pu from the Blood of all An. 


NoT 


Nor to do thus, i is to hide aheir Tam 
jents in a Napkin, which in Miniſters 
eſpecially, will turn but to a very bad 
Account in the Day of the Lord Jesus. 

THERE is a true and ſober Senſe in 
which it may be ſaid of Miniſters, That 
their very Souls are not their own : And 
it was no Compliment, but a lively I- 
mage of the very Heart of the Apoſtle, 
when he told the Theſſalonians, Being deſt- 1 Eph. il, 
rous of you, we were willing to have imparted © 
to you, not the Goſpel of God only, but our own 
Souls; becauſe ye were dear to us. We are 
now come | 


III. To enquire, Why Gop hath made 
this Diſpoſition of the Matter, commit- 
ting ſo great a Treaſure into ſuch mean, 
and frail Veſſels? And this He hath done, 


| That the Excellency of the Power may be of 


God, and not of as. 

Tux is an Excellency of Power at- 
tending the Miniſtration of the Goſpel, 
a Powe almoſt incredible, 5 5negcox3 775 
rd ue. 
Tris Power partly appears in preſer- 

D ving 
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ving the rich Treaſure of the Goſpel. pure 
and entire while it is depoſited in ſuch 
Poor earthen Veſſels, that tho? the Mini. 
ſters die, the Word of the Logo endures 


for ever; here mult be a powerful Super- 


intendancy of the Great Go v over the 
Goſpel, and the ſeveral Doctrines of Faith 
contained therein, that theſe abide till 
the ſame, tho* they paſs through ſo many 


Hands, when the private Opinions of 


many Learned Men, how ſtrenuouſly. ſo- 


ever defended and induſtriouſſy propaga- 
ted, are dead and forgotten with the 
Authors of them. Sv: mw 
Tris Power is alſo ſeen in 3 
theſe trail Veſſels under all the Weight of 
that Treaſure they ſuſtain ; this — be 
the more direct intention of the Apoſtle, 
as we may gather from the Words fol- 
lowing the Text, We are troubled an ever) 
fide, yet not diſtreſſed ; me are perplexed, but 


not in diſpair; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; 
caſt down, but not deſtroyed. - It is an In- 


ſtance of the great Power of G As, that 
he bears up his Miniſters under all that 


Weight of Tabours, Cares, Fears, Infir- 


01 4 mities, 


. T 2 


mities, Reproac and Temptations that 
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they have to ſtruggle with. This was 


Apoſtles received from G op, for their 
Trials were extraordinary, and ſo were 
their Comforts too; an account you have 
of them in 2 Cor. xi. 23. and foll. Where 
after a large detail of particular Trials, 
and 'yery great ones; he adds, - ver. 25. 
Beſides thoſe Things that are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, the Care of all 
the Churches. Who is weak, and 1 am not 


weak ? Who is offended, and I burn not ? Now 


under all this Load the Apoſtle was ſup- 
ported, and even gloried therein, becauſe 
it appeared hereby, that the Power of 


CurisT reſted upon him; and when he 


was weak in himſelf, then he was ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the Power of his 
Might. | f 
Bur that Inſtance of Divine Power 
that I ſhall moſt inſiſt upon, is that 


which appears in making the Admini- 


ſtration of the Goſpel by theſe earthen 
Veſſels effectual, to the enriching of the 
Souls of Men with the Treaſures of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Holinels, Goo 


eſpecially ſeen in the Supports which the 
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_ Gop has convey'd this Treaſvre to Men 
in earthen Veſſels, that where the Goſpel 
is ſucceſsful, it may appear to all, and 
be acknowledged by all, the Efficacious 
Power, is of God; not of Men, not of 
Miniſters, but of Go p himſelf. Now 
here I would Obſerve, ? 


(..) TzaT it is a Deſign worthy of 
Goo to ſecure to Himſelf the Glory of a 
ſucceſsful Goſpel. And 


(2.) Tr to commit the Diſpenſati- 
| on thereof to frail Men, is a proper 
[ Means for the Attainment of that End, 


(r.) It is a Deſign worthy of God to 
ſecure to himſelf the Glory of a powerful 
ſucceſsful Goſpel. This is no more than 
what He owes to himſelf, and He cannot 
give his Glory to another. 


1. Tak Glory of all, is due to Go p 
in the Kingdom of Nature, as He is the 
Maker and Preſerver of all Things, He 
jultly claims the ſupreme Honour of All; 

aud 


AP wa 


* 
. . 
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and Nothing more reaſonable, than that 
as all Things are of Him, and thro' Him, 
all Things ſhould be to Him; HE that 


laſt End of AH. 

Go could not propoſe any other ul- 
1 End to Himſelf in Creating, Pre- 
ſerving and Governing the World, than 
His own Glory. Should the Honour of 
the Creature have been His ſupreme De- 
ſign, He had placed the Creature in His 
own Room; and deſcended from his eſ- 


is the Firſt Cauſe, is, and muſt be the Ree, x. 


ſential Dignity to become only a Means 


to Something further; and the Means, 
as ſuch, muſt be always inferior to the 
End. The Order of the Univerſe, con- 
ſiſts in the due Subordination of all ſecond 


Cauſes, to the firſt Cauſe ; and of all lef- 


ſer Deſigns, to the great Deſign of Gop's 
Glory. Sin is an Uſurpation upon theſe 
Rights of Gop ; and therefore the Cauſe 
of all the Diſtraction and Confuſion that 
has filled the World. 


2. In the Kingdom of Grace, Go » 
has yes a further Claim to the Glory of 


| All : 


— 
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All; For this being a Diſpenſation of 
the mere Favour of G op, not only a+ 
bove, and without any Merit in the 
Creature, but prevailing over our great- 
eſt Demerit, it muſt needs exclude all 
Boaſting of our own, and terminate 
4n the Glory of Gop our Saviour; M 
Fleſh muſt Glory in His Preſence. © 
In the Kingdom of Grace every Thing 
is ordered fo, as to cut off all Occafion 
of Glorying in ourſelves, and to ſecure 
the Honour of all to Gop. It became Him 
of whom are all Things, and to whom are all 
Things, in bringing many Sons to Glory, to 
make the Captain of our Salvation perfet# 
through Sufferings. In the Work of our 
Salvation, Gop is fitly repreſented as 
One of whom are all Things, as the prin- 
cipal Cauſe ; and for whom are all Things, 
as the ultimate End; and as ſuch, He has 
always conſidered what became Him to 
do, and has done every Thing fo, as be- 
came the Greateſt and the Beſt of B E- 
1NGs, Who will be glorified by All. 
Trex whole Courſe and Conduct of 
Redeeming Mercy tends this Way; and 
We 
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7 are malle accepted in the Belo- Eph. L. c 


wed, it is: to the praiſe of the Glory of His 
Grace. And. Nothing is more Reaſona- 
ble than that whatever flows from the 
true Fountain of Divine Grace, ſhould 
——— fall-into the immenſe Ocean 


0 An pd it is the Intereſt of Men that 
it ſhould be ſo: Where can the effica- 
cious Power of the Goſpel be better 
lodged for them, than in the Hands of 
Gop Himſelf, who is every-where pre- 
ſent, and infinite in Goodneſs, to whom 
they have acceſs at all Times, and in all 
Places? This invites and draws the De- 
pendance of the Creature upon Gn 
and all our Devotions to Him. We 
know now to Whom we muſt offer up 
Supplications, when we do not experi- 
ence this Excellency of Power attending 
the Goſpel ; to Whom we muſt pay our 
Thank-offering, when ir is ſucceſsful. 


(2.) As the Deſign is worthy of God; © 


fo the Way and Means that Go p has 


choſen are proper to accompliſh the De- 
AMT ſign : 
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1 How. could this End of CO 
Glory been better ſecured; than by.com- 
mitting the * to earthen wir 
Jets. ants 
TuE matiifeſt Diſparity that there is 
between the Value of the Treaſure, and 
the Meanneſs of the Veſſel, the Great- 
neſs of the Work, and the Weakneſs. of 


dent, that the Excellency of the Power is of 
God, and not of Man. There needs no 

more toevince this, than to ſet it before 
you in a few Particulars. 


2. * a \ frail, Aying Man, ſhould 

be a Means of Conveying ſpiritual, and 

eternal Life to ſuch as were dead in Treſ- 

paſſes and Sins, very plainly tells us where 

the Power lies; if Man himſelf were 

the principal Agent in this great Work, 

when he dies, his Work would die with 

him; but ſince the Work remains, when 

the Workman dies; it is plain, that re- 

8 i newed Souls are born not of corruptible 

Seed, but incorruptible, even, the Word and 
Power of God, that endures for ever. 


+ 


the Inſtrument; make it ſufficiently evi- 


THAT 


if (11230-24113 4 | 

2. 'Ta AT a weak. ſinful Man; 
is too oſten overcome by his own 
Corruptions, ſhould be the Means of 
delivering others from the Bondage of 
Sin, makes it very evident where the 
Excellency of the Pomer lies. Sometimes 
Gop has made Uſe of unconverted 


Men, for the Converſion of others ; and 


tho the Preaching of ſuch, is not ording- 
rily ſo ſucceſsful, as that of thoſe who have 
believed, and therefore ſpoken ; yet I doubt 
not, but Gop has made uſe of ſome ſuch. 
to ſhew that He is a free Agent, and has 
not any Need either of the Gifts or 


Graces of his Miniſters ; but can by Clay 


and Spittle, open the Eyes of the Blind. 
And when this is the Caſe, how plainly 


does it fay to us, Give God the Glory, for | 


this Man is a Sinner. 
Bur thoſe Miniſters that are not deſti- 


tute of the Grace of Gad, are ſubject to 
like Paſſions with other Men, and greatly 


ſometimes are foiled and captivated by 


emʒ and yet by their Miniſtry, others are 


made wiſer, and more humble and Holy 
E than 


_—_ 
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than themſelves; and this plainly enough 
ſhews where the Excellency of the Power lies. 


3. THAT ſome Miniſters of mean Gifts 
and weak Judgments, and very imper- 
fect Utterance, ſhould be more ſucceſs- 

ful than others of far greater Capacities 

and Qualifications, is ſufficient Evidence 

where the Power lies. And this is not 

ſeldom the Caſe in Fact; a plain, zea- 

lous Preacher, with great Simplicity of 

Expreſſion, has been often known to 

bring more Souls to Cyx1sT, than ſome 

great Divines have done, tho? they ſin- 

cerely deſired it, and laid out all their 

excellent Talents for that Purpoſe. Gop 

feems to have ordered it thus, that the 

1 Cor. iz. Faith of His People ſhould not ſtand in the 
* Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of G od. 


4. Tuar a poor Miniſter, that is of 
a broken and contrite Spirit himſelf, 
ſhould be made a Son of Conſolation to 
others, and be much more ſucceſsful in 
ſcattering their Fears and Doubts, than 
his own ; ſhould be a Helper of the Joy 
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of other; find taſte but little of that 
Comfort -and: Joy himſelf ; but be ready 
to bow down under his Dünen This 
ſhews where the Excellency of the Power 


lies. | Surely, were it in himſelf, he 


would firſt heal the Wounds in his own 
Spirit, and take the Promiſes home to 
himſelf; but he finds that it is Gop 
alone that comforts thoſe that are caſt 
down; and if he be any Way helpful 
to the Conſolation of others, it is be- 
cauſe the Spirit of Go is upon him, 
and has given him an Unction for that 
very Purpoſe.” 


5. And Laſtly, WEN the Miniſter 
particularly defires and intends the Con- 
verſion of ſome Souls known and dear 
to him, he ſhould miſs his Aim, as to 
them, and the Arrow of the Goſpel 
{hould be directed to others, and be 
effectual to them; this demonſtrates 
that the Excellency of the Power is of God, 
and not of us. I doubt not, but it. is 


_ lawful for Miniſters to intend with a 


particular Deſire, the Salvation of fome 
| E 2 more 


n 


* 


thought of, that he was left with the Flock 
| in 


more than others; their Relation to 
them, Acquaintance with them, and 
Affection ſor them, may conſtrain them 
to it; and they may, and do order their 


Vliniſtratian accordingly; but they often 


fail of deſired Succeſs; and yet the ſame 
Word meets with others, whoſe-Caſe they 
did not ſo well underſtand, or fo much 
lay to Heart, the Word ſuits their Caſe 
as directly, as if the Miniſter had ſingled 
them out; for Gop means them, tho? 
the Miniſter meant others; and there 
is a powerful Spirit accompanying the 
Word, that breathes where it pleaſeth; 
ſo that the Excellency of the Power is 4 
Gad, and not of us. 

I Max have Leave to allude h_ 
to the Caſe of Samuel, when he was 


ſent to Jeſſe's Houſe to anoint one of 
his Sons King over Jjael; he was plea- 


ſed with the Countenance and Stature 


of Eliab, and hoped, and wiſhed He 
might be the Perſon ; bur he is paſſed 


wg and after him WT and all the 


other, till David came; One ſo little 
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in the Field; but he muſt be ſent for ; and | 
and when ke appear'd, then the Spirit aid; 
Ariſe, anoint him, this is He. In this nee 
fürprizing, ſovereign Way and Manner wn 
does the Grace of Goo frequently act 
in the Converſion of Souls. The Mini- 
ſter's particular Intentions and Expecta- 
tions are ſet aſide; and till the choſen 9 
Perſon, and the choſen Time is come, 
the holy Oyl never flowes out; but then 
the Spirit gives the effectual Call, Ariſe, | 
anoint him, this is He. | 
e Tus we have conſidered both the 
1 Value of the Goſpel, the Way by which 
of it is conveyed to Men, and the Reaſon 
why Gop has choſen to commit fo 
great a Treaſure to earthen Veſſels. 

AND now let me offer ſome Things 


to you for the Improvement of this 
Subject. - 4 


1. HA R you this Treaſure in earthen 
Veſſels? Think not the worſe of the | 
Treaſare becauſe of the Meanneſs of the | 
Veſſels ; deſpiſe not your Miniſters be- 
cauſe they are weak and frail Men, like 

yourſelyes, 


— 


* 


—k!w̃ ( — 


10. 


ſtood Trembling before the Mount of 


yourſelves, look at the — 
which Go has given them, and the 
Authority with which He hath cloathed 
them: The Pride of Man hath been apt 
to riſe againſt this, and could not be 
content to be taught by one of his Fel- 
low - Creatures. The Iſraelites murmur- 
ed againſt Moſes and Aaron, and thought 
they took too much upon them, and af- 
fected too great a Diſtinction from the 
Reſt of the People, Ungrateful Men! 
they had forgotten the Time when they 


Go p, and ſaid, Let Moſes ſpeak with us, 
and we will hear : "bas let not God ſpeak with 
45, beſt we die. 


2. Tyinx ſomewhat the better of 
the Veſſel for the Sake of the Treaſure; 
there is a particular Reſpe& due to Mi- 
niſters for their Work Sake, let their 
bodily Preſence be never ſq weak, or 
their Speech contemptible ; yet the 


Meſſage they bring, is weighty and 
2 Cor. x. powerful. 


IT is true, the beſt of them are 
but 


3 * — 
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© aof by whom ye beliode; even as 1 
le Lox B gave to every Man, But 
that's not Nothing. As this Conſidera- 
tion ſhould keep them from Pride; ſo it 
ſhould alſo ſereen them from Contempt. 
Let their Lives be precious in your 
Sight; do not look upon. them as a 
Sort of Men that the World can very 
well ſpare, be duely affected with 
their Deaths, and let their Memories 
be honoured by you, when they are | 
gone, according to the Meaſure of their | 
| 


L.. Fidelity and Uſefulneſs here. 


3. AB OE all Things, ſee to it, 
that your Souls be enriched with this 
Treaſure before all the Yeſſels be broken; 

f and they break fo faſt of late, that it is 

; high Time for us all to awake out of 

- ſleep, and to ſet about a more diligent 

r Improvement of the Means and Helps - 
r that are yet left with us. Let us all 
& 

4 


conſider how ſad our State will be, if 

while we have enjoyed ſuch rich Means 

of Grace, our Souls ſhould ſtill remain 
e wretched and miſerable, and poor and 
3 blind, 
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blind, and naked: Let us take Heed, 
left that ſhould come upon us which is 
written Jer. vi. 29. The Bellows are burnt, 
the Lead is conſumed in the Fire, the Fuun- 
der melteth in vain. Reprobate Silver (ball 
Men call them; for the Lo xD hath re- 
jected them. 

If it ſhall appear to us, That the | 
Spirit of the Lox D is withdrawn, and 
His Grace with- held; that there is 
not that excellent Power attending the 
Miniſtry, as fometimes there has been, 
let us all Cry earneſtly. to Him, of 
Whom this Power is, the God of Elijah, 

That He would retura unto us, and | 
1 revive His Work in the Midſt of Us. is 


118 4. Bx thankfull that the Treaſure is not | Fe 
il} loſt, when the Veſſels are broken, that Stt 


| the Word lives, and the Work lives me 
| when Miniſters die; lay up the immor- im 
tal Word in your Hearts, let it live we, 

there, and take all proper and prudent wh 


Methods for the continued Miniſtration M 
of the Goſpel among you, and then you ſav 
1 will find you have the fame Tres/are tho anc 
14 ail the all 


n Tons PREkKE. 


the VeſſoJ are changed, and that in = 


diverſity f Gifts there is the fame God, _ 


an in 1. 


5. and Laſtly, We wy Wenn 
for that World where Gop will no long- 


er communicate Himſelf to you by earthen 
Vieſſels, but will lead you up to the 
Spring-head, the Fountain of living Wa- 


ters, and give you the full and immedi- 
ate Enjoyment of Himelf. 

His preſent Method of Conveyance 
to you is very wife and kind, and well 
ſuited to your imperſect State, but this 
is not the heſt that G o b is able or wil- 
ling to do for you, here the Fulneſs of the 


Fountain is ſomewhat hmited by the 


Straitneſs of the Veſſels; the richeſt and 
moſt enlarged Minds can contain but a 


ſmall Portion of the Knowledge of Go p, 


we ſee here but part of his Ways. And that 
which is conveyed to you has too often a 


Mixture of our own cleaving to it, and 


favours too much of the earthen Veſſel , 

and as tlie beſt Miniſters cannor convey 
all to you, that may be known- and en- 
; F joyed 
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wry of Go, ſo you are not e im- 

plicitely to teceive all that chey diſpenſe 

to you: Nay, you are obliged, like the 

noble Bereans, to ſearch the Scriptures, whe- 

ther the Wore * are n to Jou an 

are Jo. 
Tuxsx are the Deſetts of 8 Piſpenti- Li 

tion you are now under; but in the other eve 

World your Souls ſhall be enlarged to ma 

the utmoſt, and perſeQly refin'd from all I for 

Error and Impurity, and then ſhall the I ſuit 

divine Light, Life, and Love be commu- 

nicated to you in all Perſection. 

I ux bleſſed Hope of ſuch a State ap- 

proaching will be our beſt Support under 

all the Loſſes that we meet with here,whe- 

ther in our own Houſes, or in the Houſe 

of | Gon ; Death to thoſe that are found 

in CRIST, is the Paſſage from a State 

of Childhood, to Maturity; here we un- 

derſtand as Children, think as Children, 0 

and ſpeak as Children, there we'-ſhall 

have put away childiſh.Things, and ſhall 

tor ever admire, and adore the ; Wiſdom 

and Goodneſs of G op, that by the pre- 

t imgerſeet Way of; miniſterial Inſti 
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tation and Education, has gradually form. © 


ed and fitted us for that ſtrong and clear 
Light in which Gop Himſelf dwells, and 
which is inacceſſible to Man i in this frail 
and mortal State. 
TAE Lord grant, That not only the 
Lives and Labours of his Miniſters, but 
even their Silence and their Death too, 
may be an effectual Means to prepare us 
for that World, and to quicken our Pur- 
ſyits and Endeavours after it, Amen, 
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* _ FAST-SERMON, on Qccafioh of 
12] Leger ere HF au 


| 79 SY {1 28 * 8 
| A Sermon, Preadjrd, the V. 


Bundes and Weſtminſter; Ofob."2, ly 
3 A Funefal Sermon on the Death « rah 
1 Mr. Quik! 4* 17 1 
Union the Strength of a People. Cb. 
Pe in aSermon Preach'd in Bartholomew- 


Cloſe, May 1, 1707. Bei oe. Da of 
Thankſgiving, e. 5 a 


5. A Ptadical N concerning 
Tender n 17055 pk in * oly 
Seriptures, &. 8 


6. The Heroick Chriſtian, A Stat on 
Pſalm  cxxii. 9. Freach d in Bartholowhw- 


Choſe, Fan, 31, 1 14. 85 


7. An Eſſay upon the Tibert of «Wil 
and Tee Airs; e 4 * 2 | 


nabe ing 8 de I 
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